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TORPOINT  URBriN  DISTRICT. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1949. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949.  Apart  from 
an  increase  in  the  amount  of  infectious  disease,  the  health  of  the  community  in  the 
Urban  District  was  gonorally  satisfactory  during  tho  year.  There  was  a  small  increase 
in  the  birth-rate  -  a  strikinf^  feature  when  compared  with  tho  general  tendency  for  the 
birth -rate  to  fall.  Tho  doath-rato  showed  a  reduction  as  compared  with  1948.  There 
wero  no  maternal  deaths,  and  tho  infant  mortality  rato  tliough  above  tho  national 
figure  did  not  greatly  exceed  it.  Tho  increased  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was 
almost  entirely  due  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  No 
serious  or  fatal  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred. 

One  of  the  main,  if  not  the  main,  foundations  of  good  health  is  adequate  housing  - 
and  by  adequate  I  do  not  confine  myself  to  the  bare  essentials  necessary  to  shelter 
from  wind  and  weather.  An  adequate  house  is  one  which  not  only  gives  physical  protec¬ 
tion  against  the  elements  but  in  which  also  the  individual  and  the  family  can  find 
contentment  and  happiness.  In  our  modern  world  inadequate  housing  is  perhaps  the 
most  potent  single  cause  of  human  unhappiness  and  frustration  which  in  their  turn  are 
basic,  fundamental  causes  of  vague,  and  often  chronic  ill-health.  Bearing  in  mind  the 
high  cost  of  building  and  the  restrictions,  and  controls  in  force  the  completion  of  a 
furtlier  E2  houses  during  1949  represents  a  reasonable  achievement. 

During  the  year  the  problem  of  caring  for  an  aged  and  infirmed  person  was  en¬ 
countered  in  an  acute  form.  An  old  person  througli  a  combination  of  age,  infirmity, 
and  eccentricity  was  living  in  extremely  insanitary  conditions.  These  conditions  were 
the  subject  of  complaint  by  her  neighbours,  and  her  relations  who  had  failed  to  make 
her  see  reason  in  the  matter.  I  had  advised  the  Council  to  take  action  under  Section 
47,  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  but  before  this  could  be  done,  the  landlord  obtained 
a  County  Court  order  for  possession  of  the  premises  on  account  of  considerable  arrears 
of  rent.  YJlien  the  bailiff  appeared  to  enforce  the  order  the  old  person  fortunately 
agreed  to  take  accommodation  which  tho  YTelfare  Authorities  offered  her. 

There  was  a  considerable  reduction  in  tho  nutaber  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified 
from  7  cases  in  1948  to  2  in  1949.  Tuberculosis  differs  mainly  from  other  infectious 
diseases  in  being  a  chronic  disease.  In  this  respect  it  can,  and  does  incapacitate 
those  members  of  the  community  who  suffer  from  it  for  months,  and  indeed  years, 
rendering  them  a  burden  to  themselves  and  tho  national  economy,  and  a  potential  source 
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of  danger  to  those  vdth  whom  they  live.  Moreover  tuberculosis  is  a  killing  disease 
which  during  194'J  was  responsible  for  2  deaths  in  the  Urban  District  and  somewhere 
in  the  region  of  19,000  deaths  in  England  and  Wales.  It  is  a  preventible  disease, 
but  unfortunately  methods  of  prevention  are  physically  difficult,  and  financially 
expensive  to  put  into  operation.  As  far  as  the  Urban  District  Council  is  concerned 
the  provision  of  adequate  housing  is  one  of  the  most  important  contributions  that  can 
be  made  tovi/ards  tlio  solution  of  this  problem. 

Poliomyelitis  -  or  to  give  its  popular  though  incorrect  name  of  infantile  para¬ 
lysis  -  has  during  the  past  three  years  been  causing  concern  throughout  the  country. 
This  disease  which  is  notorious  for  the  severe  permanent  paralysis  it  can  cause  is 
one  of  the  many  due  to  vii*uses,  which  are  germs  too  small  to  be  seen  by  normal 
laboratory  methods.  Intensive  research  has  been  and  still  is  in  progress  to  discover 
more  about  the  disease,  and  more  especially  about  its  method  of  spread,  but  at  present 
we  do  not  know  nearly  enough  about  it  and  specific  prevent itive  measures  are  therefore 
difficult  to  apply.  During  1949  there  were  some  outbreaks  of  moderate  intensity  in 
West  Cornwall  and  indeed  as  far  east  as  Fowey,  but  in  south-east  Cornvjall  v/e  mercifully 
escaped  only  two  cases  having  been  notified  none  of  which  was  in  Torpoint  Urban 
District. 

In  this  introduction  I  have  dealt  with  those  aspects  of  Public  Health  which  will 
I  believe  be  of  interest  to  you.  Some  matters  not  touched  upon  in  the  preceeding 
paragraphs  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  body  of  my  report.  It  remains  for  me  to  thank 
all  those  members,  and  officials  of  the  Council  who  have  co-operated  with  me  in  the 
preservation,  and  furtherance  of  the  public  health,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
happy  relations  which  have  existed  throughout  1949  will  be  maintained  in  the  future, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

p.  J.  FOX. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TOR  POINT  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area  of  Urban  District 

Population  (Registrar-Generals  Estimate)  3840 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value  of  Urban  District 
Sum  Represented  by  Penny  Rate 

Vital  Statistics  for  1949 

Live  Births  Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate 

36 

40 

76 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

38 

41 

79 

Torpoint  U.D. 

Health  Area  No, 7 

England  &  Wales 

Birth  rate  per 

1000  of  population 

20.55 

15.65 

16.70 

Still  Births 

Male 

P'omale 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Torpoint  U.D. 

Health  Area  No. 7 

England  &  Yfales 

Still  birth  rate  per 

1000  of  population 

0.52 

0.43 

0.39 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

26 

22 

48 

Torpoint  U.D, 

Health  Area  No. 7 

England  &  Yfales 

Death  rate  per 

1000  of  population 

12  .5 

14.3 

11.7 

Deaths 

Attributed  to  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 

and  the 

Puerperal  State 

No 

deaths  were  reg 

istered  under  these  heads 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  one  year  of  ago 

Male 

Female 

Total 

All  causes 

3 

- 

rr 

0 

Torpoint  U.D. 

Health  Area  No. 7 

England  &  Wales 

Infant  Mortality  rate 
per  1000  live  births 

37.9 

25.9 

32.0 
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Deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Under  Two  Years  of  Age 


No  deaths  were  registered  under  this  head 


Pjrincipal  Causes  of  Death  at  all  Ages 


Heart  Disease 
Cancer  (all  sites) 
Respiratory  diseases 
In tra -cranial 


14 

6 

6 


vascular  lesions  (“stroke”) 
Circulatory  diseases 
Kidney  diseases 
Digestive  diseases 
Tuberculosis 
Infantile  diseases 


4 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 


Average  Age  at  Death 


Males 


Females 


65.2 


6G  .8 


Note.  In  the  foregeing  statistics  reference  is  made  to  Health  Area  No.  7.  For  the 
purpose  of  Health  administration  the  County  is  divided  into  seven  Health  Areas. 
Health  Area  No.  7  is  composed  of  the  County  Districts  of  Liskeard  Borough,  Saltash 
Borough,  Looe  Urban  District,  Torpoint  Urban  District,  Liskeard  Rural  District  and 
St.  Gtermans  Rural  District.  It  has  a  total  area  of  164,000  acres,  and  a  total 
population  of  49,133. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Urban  District. 

(a)  Hospital  Services.  There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  Urban  District,  but  compre¬ 
hensive  hospital  facilities  are  available  in  the  neighbouring  city  of  Plymouth. 

(b)  Laboratory  Services.  Bacteriological  analysis  of  water  and  food,  and  testing 

of  ice-cream  are  undertaken  in  the  laboratories  of  the  South  Devon  and  East  Cornwall 
Hospital,  Greenbank,  Plymouth. 

The  occasional  chemical  analyses  required  are  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Tickle  and 
Reynolds,  Exeter. 

( c )  Services  provided  by  the  Cornwall  County  Council  under  Part  III  of  the  National 

Health  Service  Act  1946  . 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children.  Ante  and  Post-Natal  care  for  mothers  is 
normally  provided  by  the  family  doctor  and  the  district  nurse-midwif e .  Cases  in 
v/hich  unsatisfactory  home  conditions  make  confinement  at  home  inadvisable  are  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Alexandra  Maternity  Home,  Devonport.  T/here  there  is  any  appreciable 
obstetric  abnormality,  the  confinement  takes  place  at  the  Freedom  Fields  Maternity 
Hospital,  Plymouth. 

The  care  of  young  children  is  provided  for  by  visiting  in  the  home,  and  by 
their  attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  which  was  held  twice  monthly  throughout 
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the  year.  The  average  attendance  of  infants,  and  pre-school  children  at  each  session 
of  this  Clinic  was  25,  which  demonstrates  the  popularity  of  this  feature  of  the  health 
services.  The  Clinic  was  organised  by  the  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Luxton  Q.N.S.,  H.V. 
with  assistance  from  the  local  district  nurses,  MissRcwse  S.E.A.N.,  S.C.M.  and  Miss 
Gould  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  and  voluntary  helpers.  The  Clinic  is  attended  once  a  month  by 
the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  McMillan. 

2.  Midwifery  Service.  This  service  provides  for  home  confinements,  and  during  1949 
was  undertaken  in  Torpoint  by  Nurses  Rowse  and  Gould.  They  attended  47  conf inementc- 
and  carried  out  940  visits  in  connection  with  this  service. 

3.  Health  Visiting  Service.  Special  health  visiting  in  the  Urban  District  was 
carried  out  by  Miss  Luxton  Q.N.S.,  H.V. 

4.  Home  Nursing  Service.  Nurses  Rowse  and  Gould  carried  out  duties  under  this  ser¬ 
vice.  During  the  year  they  made  2550  visits  in  connection  with  this  service. 

5.  Ambulance  Service.  With  effect  from  1st  January  1949  the  euiibulance  vehicle  which 
had  been  the  properiy  of  the  Torpoint  Division,  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  became, 

by  purchase,  the  property  of  the  County  Ambulance  Service.  Between  the  hours  of  7a.m. 
to  7  p.m.  Monday  to  Friday,  and  7  a.m.  to  1  p.m,  on  Saturday  the  service  is  manned 
by  iiill-time  driver-attendants  of  the  Coimty  Ambulance  Service.  At  all  other  times 
members  of  the  St.  Jolin  Ambulance  Brigade  are  responsible  for  operating  the  service. 

In  return  for  this  the  County  Council  pays  to  the  Torpoint  Division  an  agreed  scale 
of  call-out  fees,  and  a  retaining  fee.  During  the  year  the  functioning  of  this 
service  v/as  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  though  the  age  and  poor  mechanical  condition 
of  tlie  vehicle  caused  some  anxiety  because  of  ihequent  breakdowns.  In  September  1949 
the  vehicle  concerned  was  withdrawn  from  service,  and  replaced  by  a  more  reliable 
mode  1 . 

The  following  brief  statistics  give  some  idea  of  the  work  undertaken  by  this 
service  during  1949;- 

Fatients  Handled  Miles  Travelled 

547  8526 

In  considering  these  figures  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  ambulance  based  on 
Torpoint  also  serves  a  considerable  portion  of  the  adjacent  St.  Germans  Rural  Distrd':  r.. 

6.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care,  and  After-Care  Services.  Schemes  for  prevention 
of  illness  centre  almost  exclusively  on  vaccination  against  smallpox,  and  immunisa¬ 
tion  against  diphtheria.  Both  facilities  are  available  either  from  the  family  doctor 


or  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 
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As  far  as  vaccination  was  concerned  there  was  marked  apathy  on  the  part  of  the 
public  towards  this  measure  though  the  occurrence  of  four  cases  of  smallpox  near 
Liskeard  provided  a  sharp,  if  somewhat  unwelcome  reminder  that  vaccination  is  the 
only  reliable  method  of  protection  against  this  disease.  The  response  to  the 
campaign  for  immunisation  of  young  children  against  diphtheria  evoked  a  much  better 
response  with  the  result  that  something  like  81^  of  pre-school  children  in  the  Urban 
District  are  protected  against  diphtheria. 

Care  and  after-care  schemes  were  wholly  confined  to  the  provision  of  monetary 
grants  to  sufferers  from  tuberculosis  to  enable  them  to  purchase  extra  rations. 
During  1949  grants  were  made  to  one  such  case  resident  in  the  Urban  District. 

7 •  Home  Help  Service.  This  service  which  commenced  to  operate  in  late  1948  con¬ 
tinued  to  function  throughout  the  year.  Mrs.  Thomas  of  W.V.S.  was  the  Local 
Organiser  throughout  the  year,  and  considerable  assistance  in  the  administration 
of  tirie  scheme  from  tho  Councils  Offices  was  givon  by  one  of  your  officials  Mr. 
Horton,  During  the  yoar  tho  service  fulfilled  a  very  useful  purpose  in  supplying 
much  needed  help  in  the  home  in  16  cases. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  Over  Infectious  Diseases. 

As  compared  with  1948  when  47  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  the 
notification  of  159  cases  during  1949  represents  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
prevalence  of  these  diseases.  The  increase  was  caused  almost  entirely  by  an 
epidemic  of  measles  in  the  early  part  of  1949.  There  were  small  increases  in  tho 
incidence  of  pneumonia,  erysipelas,  and  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  whereas  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  whooping  cough,  scarlet  fever,  and  puerperal  fevor  was  reduced  during 
1949. 
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The  following  are  details  of  diseases,  cases,  and  case  rates  during  the  year:- 


Rates  per 

1000 

of  Population 

Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Torpoint  U.D. 

Health  Area 
No.  7 

England  & 
Wales 

Measle  s 

144 

37.50 

25.85 

8.95 

Pneumonia 

7 

1.84 

1.26 

0.80 

Whooping  cough 

3 

0.78 

3.76 

2.39 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

0.78 

0.75 

1.63 

Erysipe las 

1 

0.26 

0.24 

0.19 

Rates  per 

1000 

live  births 

Ophth lamia 
neonatorum 

1 

12  .65 

1.30 

Rate  not  known 

Total 

159 

There  were  no  deaths  from  any  of  the  infectious  diseases  set  out  in  the  preceding 
table . 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  isolation,  and  treatment  are 
admitted  to  the  Swilly  Isolation  Hospital,  Beacon  Park,  Plymouth. 

Tuberculosis .  During  1949  two  cases  only  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified 
in  the  Urban  District.  This  is  an  improvement  over  1948  when  the  total  figure  was 
7.  There  wore  two  deaths,  one  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  one  from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis . 

The  following  are  details  of  new  oases,  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the 
year  :  - 
Age  Period 

0-1 
1-5 
5  -15 
15-45 
45-65 

65  and  upwards 

At  the  end  of  1949  there  were  12  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  1  case  of 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  known  to  be  residing  in  the  Urban  District. 

Since  accommodation  in  sanatoria  is  so  difficult  to  obtain,  and  there  is  no 
prospect  of  any  substantial  improvement  in  the  near  future,  it  is  doubly  important 
that  sufferers,  and  their  families  should  be  given  every  consideration  in  the  matter 
of  housing . 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Although  the  Council  were  advised  by  me  to  take  action 
in  one  case  pertaining  to  an  old  person  living  under  grossly  insanitary  conditions, 
it  was  not  necessary  for  them  to  go  before  the  Magistrates  since  another  solution  of 


New  Cases 


M 


F. 


Deaths 
M  F 


1 

1 
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the  problem  was  found. 

Water  Supply.  The  Annual  Report  for  1948  contained  an  account  of  the  thoroughly 
unsatisfactory  water  supply  of  the  Urban  District.  I  regret  to  say  that  there  was 
if  anything  some  worsening  of  the  position  during  1949.  The  exceptionally  dry 
summer  meant  that  in  spite  of  all  precautions  the  supply  was  woefully  inadequate 
during  the  suimaer  months,  and  fairly  severe  restrictions  on  v/ater  consiAmption  had 
to  be  imposed.  The  position  here  was  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  the  South  East 
Cornwall  Water  Board,  itself  short  of  water,  had  to  severely  restrict  the  amount 
of  water  it  could  supply  to  Torpoint,  The  quality  of  the  v/ater  collected  in  the 
Councils  reservoirs  at  Eglaroose  and  Crafthole  was  extremely  poor,  and  imposed  a 
groat  strain  on  the  purification  works  at  Borough  and  Carbeilo.  Thanks  to  the 
constant  supervision  given  to  the  supply  by  Mr.  Hogarth,  the  quality  of  the  water 
delivered  from  the  purification  works  to  the  service  mains  was  satisfactory  at  all 
times.  Bacteriological  analyses  of  both  the  raw  and  the  treated  water  were  done  at 
frequent  intervals. 

In  respect  of  water  supply  the  outlook  for  the  immediate  future  is  far  from 
good.  The  council's  own  sources  of  supply  at  Eglaroose  and  Crafthole  are  deficient 
in  both  quantity  and  quality  and  are  not  capable  of  being  improved  at  reasonable 
cost,  if  at  all.  The  South-East  Cornwall  Water  Board,  from  whose  resources  the 
Urban  District  has  in  the  past  supplemented  its  supply,  has  been  finding  difficulty 
in  supplying  its  own  constituent  authorities,  and  cannot  therefore  be  expected  to 
be  of  much  assistance  to  Torpoint  in  future  summers.  The  building  and  letting  of 
new  houses  aggravates  the  problem,  as  generally  speaking  newly  constructed  houses 
are  more  adequately  served  by  sanitary  appliances  which  use  more  water  than  the 
older  dwellings  they  replace.  This  prompts  me  to  ask  whether  the  building  programme 
in  Torpoint  will  not  have  to  be  curtailed  if  some  solution  to  the  present  water 
difficulties  is  not  found  in  the  noar  future. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage,  There  has  been  no  change  whatsoever  in  the  present  unsatis¬ 


factory  system  of  discharging  raw  untreated  sewage  direct  to  the  tidal  estuary  of 
the  Hamoaze. 

Food .  The  Urban  District  receives  all  its  moat  from  a  central  abbatoir  at  Liskeard, 
where  arrangements  are  in  force  for  its  inspection.  Because  of  pressure  ef  other 
duties,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  (who  is  also  the  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer)  has 
had  practically  no  time  to  devote  to  inspection  of  food  and  food-handlers.  If  this 
important  aspect  of  public  health  is  not  to  bo  neglected  the  Council  will  have  to 
engo,ge  additional  staff  to  deal  with  this  and  other  duties. 

Food  Poisoning.  No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Clean  Focd  Campaigns.  For  the  reasons  given  in  the  paragraph  dealing  with  ’*Food” 
no  such  campaigns  vi/ero  undertaken  in  1949  in  Torpoint. 

Factories  Act  1937  .  In  the  Urban  District,  both  the  nimiber  and  extent  of  factories 
falling  within  the  scope  of  this  Act  are  small  and  no  difficulties  were  encountered. 
Housing .  During  the  year  some  twenty  two  new  houses  were  completed.  I  have  already 
stated  tlriat  in  my  opinion  the  existing  inadequate  water  supply  may  curtail  the 
building  programme  in  Torpoint  in  the  immediate  future. 

Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Wilson  Hogarth  M.R.S.I.,  C.S.I.B.,  which  follows  gives  a 
more  detailed  picture  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  in  safeguarding,  and 
furthering  the  health  of  the  community.  Unfortunately  the  combining  of  other 
appointments,  with  their  attendant  duties,  with  that  of  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
prevented  Mr.  Hogarth  from  giving  as  much  time  as  he  and  I  v;ould  have  wished  him 
to  give  to  the  duties  of  this  appointment.  I  hope  that  the  Council  will  in  the 
interests  of  public  health  see  its  way  to  appoint  an  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  the  noai*  Future. 
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TO  THE  TORPOnff  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  upon  the  Sanitary  Ciroumfjtances . 

of  the  Area. 

Water  Supplies.  From  the  last  week  in  May  till  the  last  week  in  September,  there 

was  a  serious  water  shortage  in  the  Urban  District,  due  to  the 
extraordinary  drought.  Craftholo  Reservoir  is  fed  by  a  number 
of  deep  springs.  Most  of  these  had  failed  in  the  Autumn  of  1948, 
and  the  rainfall  during  the  winter  was  not  sufficient  to  restore 
them.  Eglaroose  Reservoir  collects  surface  water  from  agricultural 
and  grazing  land,  and  owing  to  the  diminution  in  flow,  the  water 
contained  much  sediment  and  animal  pollution. 

From  May  onwards  conditions  deteriorated,  and  a  crisis  was 
reached  in  the  month  of  July,  when  after  repeated  requests  for 
additional  water,  the  South  East  Cornwall  Water  Board,  with  vjhom 
the  Council  has  an  Agreement,  refused  to  supply  extra  water  owing 
to  the  rising  demands  of  consumers  in  the  districts  of  the  con¬ 
stituent  Authorities  of  the  Board.  At  this  time  the  town's 
supplies  were  turned  on  for  only  six  hours  per  day,  and  there  was 
not  more  than  forty  eight  hours  supply  in  hand.  Urgent  steps  were 
taken  to  meet  the  situation,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Council, 
the  Commander -in-Chief,  Plymouth,  very  kindly  made  emergency 
arrangements  for  viator  boats  to  be  filled  at  Devonport  Dockyard 
and  the  water  was  to  be  pumped  into  the  town  mains  at  Torpoint, 
but  this  supply  would  only  have  amounted  to  50,000  gallons  per 
day,  and  the  cost  would  have  been  in  the  region  of  five  pounds 
per  hour . 

In  the  meantime,  investigations  were  proceeding  in  another 
direction,  and  experimental  pumping  was  begun  at  Pool  Farm  near 
Eglaroose,  where  for  a  few  days  16,000  gallons  of  water  per  day 
were  pumped  into  the  trunk  main  containing  raw  water.  This 
postponed  the  total  failure  of  the  water  supplies  while  an  appeal 
was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  South  East  Cornwall 
Water  Board  then  gave  a  supply  of  12,000  gallons  per  day,  which 
was  subsequently  increased  to  25,000. 

Repeated  water  samples  were  taken  and  the  reports  upon  these 
show  that  the  intensity  of  pollution  in  the  raw  water  increases 
as  the  water  sources  dry  up.  Very  great  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  filtering,  and  in  sterilising  the  supply  with  Chlorine,  but  in 
all  cases  the  samples  taken  showed  that  the  filtered  water  was 
sterile . 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Council  will  have  to  take  steps 
to  augment  its  supplies  in  the  very  near  future  as  the  demand 
per  head  of  population  is  steadily  increasing,  due  to  the  building 
of  new  Council  houses  with  a  higher  water  consumption.  Another 
causes  of  water  shortage  is  the  fact  that  the  town  was  severely 
bombed  during  the  war  and  the  water  mains  and  services  badly 
shaken.  Hundreds  of  leakages  have  already  been  detected,  and 
repaired  but  the  loss  through  leakage  still  amounts  to  3,000 
gallons  per  hour. 

The  mains  in  the  older  part  of  the  town  should  be  entirely 
renewed,  but  this  cannot  be  done  until  the  Plan  for  the  redevelop¬ 
ment  of  Torpoint  is  agreed  upon  between  the  Ministries  concerned, 
the  Cornwall  County  Council  and  the  Local  Authority.  This  has  been 
delayed  for  four  years. 

There  is  nothing  of  special  interest  to  report  under  this  head. 
The  system  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during  the  year, 
except  for  one  minor  incident  where  two  houses  were  flooded  due  to 
the  sewer  on  the  seafront  becoming  surcharged  during  a  storm.  A 
storm  overflew  was  subsequently  fitted. 

Refuse  Colloction  The  weekly  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  continues  and  is 
and  Disposal.  satisfactory. 


Drainage  and 
Sewerage . 
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Hou  s ing , 


Factories  and 
Workshops . 


The  number  of  traditional  houses  completed  and  occupied  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  62.  This,  together  with  50  Arcon  bungalows 
and  30  Airey  houses,  gives  a  total  of  142  houses  completed  since 
1945. 

None  of  the  seventeen  factories,  appearing  on  the  Register,  were 
visited  during  the  year  owing  to  lack  of  staff  to  carry  out  the 
work. 


Shops .  Very  few  shops  inspections  were  carried  out  for  the  same  reason  as 

stated  above  and  also  because  of  the  pressing  emergency  of  the 
water  supply  question. 

Food  Premises.  On  only  two  occasions  were  milk  and  icecream  samples  taken.  The 

reports  on  these  were  generally  satisfactory  but  sampling  ought 
to  have  been  much  more  frequent. 


Rodent  Control.  Quarterly  treatments  of  the  tips  are  carried  out,  and  infestation 

continued  to  be  low.  Public  sewers  are  examined  each  six  months 
for  the  presence  of  rats,  but  there  is  no  infestation.  Occasion¬ 
ally  the  rodent  operator  is  sent  to  shops  and  private  dwellings, 
but  in  no  case  has  a  larger  number  than  four  rats  been  dealt  with. 


Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 

(a)  Total  number  of  inspections  made  (all  purposes).  120 

(b)  Informal  Notices  served.  16 

”  "  complied  with.  7 

(c)  Statutory  Notices  served.  9 

**  complied  with.  9 

(d)  Dustbin  Notices  served.  27 

”  ’*  complied  with.  26 

(e)  Drains  tested.  12 

No.  of  visits  re  drainage.  17 

(f)  Visits  re  infectious  diseases.  12 

Premises  disinfected.  5 

(g)  Inspections  of  food  premises.  14 

(h)  Inspections  of  shops  under  Shops  Act,  1934.  6 

(i)  Inspections  of  factories.  Nil 


WILSON  HOGARTH. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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